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Traditionally organic chemistry is taught as a list 
of preparations and properties of different classes 
of compounds. The student is presented with a 
large collection of facts in a sequence necessarily 
unsuitable for an understanding of the subject. 
Generalizations of doubtful validity have to be intro¬ 
duced, and the chemistry of carbon appears to be 
quite unrelated to that of the remaining 91 naturally 
occurring elements. 

This book is a complete departure from the tradi¬ 
tional approach. The subject is developed logically 
from an elementary knowledge of general and in¬ 
organic chemistry, each new step being dependent 
only on what has gone before. The authors have 
avoided the pitfalls usually associated with a 
theoretical approach by giving a few questions at 
the end of each chapter illustrating 1 useful re¬ 
actions’, and by including methods of preparation 
after the reactions themselves have been discussed. 
Natural products have not been neglected, but the 
authors deal with these at the end of the book when 
the student is in a position to appreciate the 
structures and reactions involved. 
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